design
HOMES

Finding Their Angle

*Some of the elements they have,” confides Tony Sutton, owner
and head designer of Est Est, Inc., “are not things they're
going to see in someone else’s house when they go to a party.

‘hat’s one of the things they'll have some bragging rights on.

THIS 15 A5 MUCH a8 Tomy Sutton will reveal o we
drive 1o the howse in North Scottsdale’s Whisper Rock
development, Turns out, the house & mther ke a
good mivie—kmowing the ending can spoil it. Betier
invtead to walle through the space, drink n the soenery
and lissen to the home's story fram beginning to end.

Thaee years ags, o couple splitting time between
Scomsdale and Jackson Hole, Wyoming, was looking
1o trade their house at The Boulders for ane with
a betier view, a hi‘a‘zer lot and enough wall space to
display their growing comtemporary art collection
The couple hired Lash MeDaniel of Lash McDanbel
Design Studio in Phomix to create a floor plan for
this mpat uncommon house. "1t not amy particular
architecrural style,” the homeowner says
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an imteresting mix,” asserts
foe Conk of Soovmidale-based Conk Architecture, the
architect commpssened to breathe Be into McDansel's
wislon. ™| The bome is| very Southwest adobee stybe with
smie contemporary detaiis™

Entering the fover. the house uminlds e origami—
angular rooms and doped, pitched ceilings slide into
one another in graceful repamee. To the righe, in the
liwing room. ‘wedged. pentagon-shaped beama macde
of treated sheet metal [Ene and define the ceiling and

echi the fiseplace’s copper panels. Walking through
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pINE WiTH A vVinw Heigh, bold falwics gadver r

maore foom, it becomes clear that these
ceiling treatmensts are the house's lesimwotiv,

unifving the home's eclectic forma

The lot was "lske a hole i the grous

Conk says. He had to raise the finihed

vien in this more rustic rend

grade three 10 four feet before he began
building—a move made problematic by
the community’s rigic heght resrictions
Encountering the master bedroom’s low
ceilings and asymmetrical pyramid-shaped

walls, Suton devised an unusial X-shaped

HOMES

d e ealile.

..|:1|I|'|:h" tremtrmen! 10 viszally expand the room.
"1 weas trying to create an optical illusion
af a higher space.” Sutton says, politing oum

e b varied ibe thickness in each beam,

In the kitchem, two paralld metal beams

forms a dominant role,

run aborsg the celling abwwe the lslad, canb-

lishing a clear spine in a roam defined by

piches and cormers.
Ceilings weren't 1he only sspocts of the
house in need of Sutton’s attention. “You

really have o focus en cresting a smooth
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transition from one space inbo the next.” he
wys, The mtersection between the olfice
ard the mavter bedroom contains a sofa
table and 3 recessed window framing a
vagnerie of three cactl and a tree, *1t creates
privacy.” Sutton explaing. "1t also creates a
werse thad this is the |l-.|I'G|. SpEce, now we'ne
conuling into another anca”

Even in this more rastic rendering af
oontemporary design, natural light per
forms a donytnant roke. Walls of gliss Hine
the back of the house, drawing the eye
wward the sweeping backyard, Outside,

waber splashes over the negative edge of the
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ehevated pood carved into a cunalinear, moat
like Frame. To the side, & veell-manicured
putting groen provides the cemerpoint for
a swath of green grass. “You jast feel like
there’s this vas1, endless pace ol herer”
Sution sys.

We pase by two large boumge chairs
m|\|r.1||,-|,l by an end able crafied from an
amikjue Bulgaran snk. The sky's brifliam
blue shines above, the magnificent home
siretches behingd us amd the unimterrupsed
vhew of fabrways and mourtaing sismound
s, “MNothing pedestrian here will dos

Suibion concludes 'ﬁ



